FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
casualties of the next war would probably be the
unity of the British Empire.
2. INDIA
The same National Government which had
passed the Statute of Westminster proceeded to
bestow Dominion self-government upon India,
in spite of the resistance of the Die-hard Con-
servatives and the apprehensions of the bulk of
the Indian Civilians. The India Bill also was
forced through Parliament by official pressure
without the giving of any overt reason for the
contemplated change of status, though it was
extensively rumoured that the real reason was
the prohibitive cost of governing India against
her will The India Office seems to have been
content to construct for India a highly compli-
cated constitution in which provincial jealousies,
the influence of the Upper House of Princes, the
over-representation of religious minorities, the
enfranchisement of the outcasts and other devices
might be trusted to frustrate complete control of
the country by the nationalism of the orthodox
Hindus. If these devices are successful, India will
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